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Introduction to Law and the Legal Profession

Syllabus and Course Guide

Note: There is no time structure for this course. You may take this course in as much or as little time as you need to read and materials and watch the lectures.

This syllabus is the recommended order for completing the elements of the course. You may complete the elements out of order if you so choose or if doing so is more convenient for you.

It is highly recommended that you complete all elements of the course so that you can get the most out of it. However, the course is for your benefit only. Taking it is not required in order to earn your NPC paralegal certificate or degree. Thus, if you have already studied law or have experience in the legal field and you feel that you can skip portions of the material, you are free to do so.

When reading the courseware chapters, be sure to take advantage of the self-quiz “test your understanding” questions. Simply click on the answer that you think is correct. The system will tell you if you are correct. When you click the correct choice, you will see an explanation as to why that choice is correct.

Step 1: Watch the NPC “Introduction to the World of Law” lecture. This consists of 28 sections and need not be watched all at once. This will give you a general overview of the main skills that are required to work as a paralegal. It will also prepare you for the rest of the Introduction to Law course and future course. If you are not taking the complete Introduction to Law course it is recommended that you at least watch this presentation.

Step 2: Read the courseware chapter entitled “The U.S. Legal System.” This chapter deals with the framework and machinations of the U.S. government. In addition, the chapter deals with the procedures by which our civil and criminal justice systems are run.

Step 3: Watch the class entitled “Introduction to Law and the Legal Profession: Lecture 1.” This accompanies the “The U.S. Legal System” chapter in the courseware.

Step 4: Read the courseware chapter entitled “The Practice of Law and the Role of the Paralegal.” This chapter introduces Legal Research and writing; along with a discussion of sources of law. It also discusses the rules of legal ethics and rules concerning the unauthorized practice of law that are so important to paralegals.

Step 5: Watch the class entitled “Introduction to Law and the Legal Profession: Lecture 2.” This accompanies the “The Practice of Law and the Role of the Paralegal” chapter in the courseware.

Step 6: Watch the NPC “LexisNexis Tutorial.” This explains how to use LexisNexis, a premier database for online legal research. As an NPC student, you will have access to the Lexis system for the entire duration of your enrollment. Because Chapter 2 deals with legal research, it is recommended that you watch the Lexis/Nexis tutorial at this point. But, you may do so at any time that is convenient for you.

Step 7: Read the courseware chapter entitled “Basic Areas of Law.” This chapter introduces some of the most important and basic subjects of law: Torts, Contracts, Criminal Law and Real Property.

Step 8: Watch the class entitled “Introduction to Law and the Legal Profession: Lecture 3.” This accompanies the “Basic Areas of Law” chapter in the courseware.

Step 9: Read the courseware chapter entitled “Other Areas of Law.” This chapter introduces some of the other areas of law that you will study as part of the NPC paralegal programs. Specifically, this course introduces the areas of law: Wills, Trusts and Estates; Business Forms; Bankruptcy; Civil Rights and Domestic Relations/ Family Law.

Step 10: Watch the class entitled “Introduction to Law and the Legal Profession: Lecture 4.” This accompanies the “Other Areas of Law” chapter in the courseware.

Step 11: When you feel ready, take the Introduction to Law and the Legal Profession Exam. The exam consists of 25 multiple choice questions. You will have 24 hours to complete the exam from when you first view it. The exam is completely open book and you may use the courseware, lectures and any other material that you find helpful in completing the exam. Note that taking the exam is optional, but highly recommended.

Step 12: Check back after a day or two and your exam should be marked. You will be able to review your exam, including all the correct answers and comments and you will be able to see instructor comments on your essays. If your exam has not been marked 2 days after your time is up, please contact us via e-mail or phone and an instructor will grade it as soon as possible.

Step 13: Congratulations! You have completed your first NPC course! You are now more than ready to continue your legal education and to go on to earning your NPC paralegal certificate or degree.
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